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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

2. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Kieranen et al (US 6,929,420). 

Regarding claim 1, Kieranen discloses a machine (see embodiment in Fig. 12) 
for of casting concrete panels (see disclosure of concrete in Col 2, lines 18-22) on an 
elongated casting bed having a bottom and opposing side forms, the improvement 
comprising: 

a) a segmented screed (seen as contouring or screeding machine 220) having a frame 
(seen as support 227) above said casting bed and a plurality of screed units (seen as 
segments 239a-c in Fig. 12), said screed units each having a lower screed plate (seen 
as the plate on the underside of the segments 239a-c, since the Examiner assumes that 
these segments will also have the lower screed plate as seen in the screed 34 in Fig. 
9b); and 

b) each of said screed units being mounted to said frame for vertical travel (by hydraulic 
cylinders 252, 254 and the other two in phantom lines in Fig. 12, see also Col 13, lines 
58-60) only such that the lower screed plates together when at a lowest position present 
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a unified screed line to contact and screed concrete on said casting bed (which will 
inherently occur when the segments 239a-c are at their lowest position). 

Regarding claim 2, Kieranen discloses each of said screed units includes a lifting 
mechanism (seen as hydraulic cylinders 252, 254 and the other two in phantom lines in 
Fig. 12, see also Col 13, lines 58-60) to raise and lower the screed unit such that all 
screed units may be raised or lowered together or selectively. 

Regarding claim 3, Kieranen discloses that the lifting mechanism is hydraulically 
operated and each of said screed units includes a hydraulic mechanism comprising a 
hydraulic cylinder driving a piston attached to said screed units such that said screed 
units may move up and down relative to said frame (hydraulic cylinders 252, 254 and 
the other two in phantom lines in Fig. 12, see Col 11, lines 3-4 and Col 13, lines 58-60). 

Regarding claim 4, Kieranen discloses a segmented concrete screed and frame 
as discussed with respect to claim 1 above, to which a plurality of individual screed units 
are slidably attached (seen as segments 239a-c in Fig. 12, which are capable of being 
slidably affixed or removed), each of said screed units including a lower screed plate 
(seen as the plate on the underside of the segments 239a-c, since the Examiner 
assumes that these segments will also have the lower screed plate as seen in the 
screed 34 in Fig. 9b), said screed units being attached to said frame such that all of the 
screed plates may be aligned to form a single continuous screeding line, each of said 
screed units being movable between a lowest position relative to said frame and a 
highest position (since the segments 239a-c are moveable by hydraulic cylinders 252, 
254 and the other two in phantom lines in Fig. 12, see also Col 13, lines 58-60; 
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inherently the segments can only move between a lowest position and a highest 
position relative to the frame). 

Regarding claim 5, Kieranen discloses each of said screed units is movable 
between said lowest and highest positions by a hydraulic mechanism which includes a 
hydraulic cylinder and a piston (seen as hydraulic cylinders 252, 254 and the other two 
in phantom lines in Fig. 12 which can move the segments inherently between a lowest 
position and a highest position) attached to said screed unit to provide vertical travel of 
said screed unit relative to said frame (see Col 13, lines 58-60 and Fig. 12). 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 12/13/05, with respect to the rejection of claims 1-5 
under 35 USC 102(b) using the Pollitz et al patent (US 3,453,939) have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. The applicant's claims are directed towards creating 
concrete panels, whereas the Pollitz patent deals with laying asphalt onto a road bed, 
and not concrete. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new grounds of rejection is made in view of Kieranen et al (US 
6,929,420). Accordingly, since applicant has not amended claims 1-5 and the Examiner 
is issuing a new grounds of rejection, this action is made non-final. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alexandra Pechhold whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6994. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs. from 8:00am to 
5:30pm and alternating Fridays from 8:00am to 4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas B. Will, can be reached on (571) 272-6998. The fax phone number 
for this Group is (571 )273-8300. /} /71 
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Patent Examiner 
Group 3600 



AKP 

2/20/06 



